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1. Applicant's election filed on 8/15/05 is hereby- 
acknowledged. In view of the election of species A, 
claims 4-20 are now withdrawn from consideration by 
the examiner, and claims 1-3 remain for examination. 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new 
title is required that is clearly indicative of the 
invention to which the claims are directed. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities: On page 6, last line, change "lOn" to 

— 10 — . On page 8, line 15, after "dimensions" insert the 
word - -of 

Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly 
point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The limitation on line 6 is indefinite because it is 
misdescriptive, i.e., the comparison circuit in applicant's 
invention does not compare the first current with a 
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reference value (it instead compares the current through 
FET 23 with a reference value at node A) . 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate 
paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, 
more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Altmann. 

Note Fig. 1, where the recited differential current 
driver is the entire circuit, the two output terminals are 
at the drain terminals of FETs Ml and M2, the recited 
current source is between the commonly-connected sources of 
Ml and M2 and ground, the recited first current is the 
current flowing through FETs Ml or M2, the recited circuit 
for selectively closing these two transistors is the 
(unillustrated) circuitry which outputs the differential 
signal in, inb. The recited comparison circuit is amplifier 
A (s) , the reference value is CM ref, and the current 
adjustment circuit is either FET M3 or FET M4 . Note 
further that these two transistors shunt a portion of the 
first current from the output terminals out, outb down to 
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ground. The recited common node is either terminal out or 
outb . 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Note especially Fig. 6 of Sobel . 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to 
Kenneth B. Wells whose telephone number is (571)272-1757. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Timothy P. 
Callahan, can be reached at (571)272-1740. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may 
be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
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more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 




Kenneth B. Wells 
Primary Examiner 
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